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-LYMES DISEASE- 
 

-Transmission is mainly through the bite of a Northeastern Deer Tick (Ixodes 

Dammini) which has been infected with a type of bacteria named Borrelia Burgdorferi.  

This bacterium is the cause of Lyme’s Disease.   

-As the tick grows, it goes through certain changes.   

-All Life stages of tick life are found on dogs. 

-The tick population peaks twice-in spring and again in autumn, but the tick is alive in 

the environment all year round. 

-There is evidence that other types of ticks beside the Deer Tick can harbor the 

bacteria that causes Lyme’s Disease. 

-Cats can become infected, but the disease is not seen very often in felines, most likely 

because they get fewer ticks than dogs.   

-The signs of Lyme’s Disease occur in different stages and can be different from person 

to person, and animal to animal.   
 

   

  First Stage- In people, a rash develops in a ring around the original bite  

            wound, but it is rare to see this in animals. 

  Second Stage- Classically, the dog limps on and off on one or more  

                limbs; joints are usually swollen and painful.  However,  

     approximately one- third of canine cases do not present  

     with joint problems.  The other signs of Lyme’s can be  

    subtle, such as lethargy with  Lymphadenopthy, Urinary  

    Tract Disease, Diarrhea, or even Behavior Changes.  In  

    other words, Lyme’s can look like almost anything. 

  Third Stage- In the most serious stage, there are Central Nervous  

              System abnormalities, caused by the infection traveling  

              from the blood into the brain.   
 

-Diagnosis is based on the clinical signs and on blood tests taken by your veterinarian.  

He/She will then institute therapy appropriate to your pet’s case.  

-Avoidance of tick laden spots, such as marshy or wooded areas or anyplace with tall 

grass and shrubs will help decrease the chances of picking up any ticks, however,  the 

parasites can be almost anywhere in the environment.  Vigilance, prompt removal of any 

tick found on the pet, and regular use of Flea & Tick Preventative, such as Frontline, 

Frontline Plus, Advantix, etc., are key in keeping your pet happy, healthy and free of 

disease.  



 

 


