
 

   Patent ductus arteriosus is the most common cardiac birth
   defect in the dog. Left untreated, 85% of canines with this
   condition will develop congestive heart failure by two years
   of age.  This condition arises from the failure of the ductus
   arteriosus to atrophy within the first four days of life. 
   Previously this condition was treated with surgical ligation 
   or coil embolization. More recently a new technique has been
   developed utilizing a canine ductal occluder.  The canine 
   ductal occluder is a nitinol mesh in the shape of a goblet that
   fits within and below the ductus arteriosus that can close off
   the ductal opening within ten minutes of deployment.
   This entire procedure can be done transcatheter through the
   femoral artery creating a far less invasive therapeutic option.
   Unlike coil embolization, the ductal occluder is not likely to
   allow the ductus arteriosus to reopen and flow to return
   through the ductus.  This procedure along with other cardiac
   catheterization procedures are now being offered at
   Veterinary Care and Specialty Group in Chattanooga. Please
   feel free to give us a call if you have any questions or patients
   you feel may need a cardiac interventional procedure.
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On March 9, Ashley Wheeler, LVMT, Program Director and Lead
Nurse of the I-131 Ward, welcomed our first I-131 patients.  Lily and
Riley were greeted in our lobby and checked in for their treatment. 

 Their parents were given entertainment and dining options to
ensure that Lily and Riley would be happy, content, and entertained

during their stay at VCSG.  Both Riley and Lily had natural bird
videos selected for their entertainment, in addition to a catnip

mouse and treats from home for Riley and a crinkle ball and
Temptation treats for Lily.

After both cats received their complete physical examination from
Dr. Billy Pullen, owner and Medical Director of VCSG, Riley and Lily

were taken to their suites in the I-131 Ward where Dr. Pullen
administered their subcutaneous injection of radioactive iodine. 
 Each day, the cats were monitored frequently by Dr. Pullen and

Ashley.  Room service was abundant as Ashley was committed to
making sure Riley and Lily were happy and comfortable in their
suites.  A personal login for access to a 24/7 live video feed was

given to the families of Riley and Lily, so they could check on their
pets whenever they wished.

Radiation levels were checked daily.  When those levels reached a
safe range and were appropriate, the cats were ready for discharge.  
Ashley was available to answer any questions the families had and

to address any at-home care and safety precautions to follow.
Most cats do not exhibit any changes in behavior or eating habits
during their treatment.  Riley and Lily were no exception.  Within
the first few weeks after radiation treatment, cats will generally

start to benefit from the treatment and begin to feel better.  After
one month, Dr. Pullen will check their thyroid levels.  This treatment

is curative in 95% of cases.

Please email Ashley at i131@vcsgvets.com if you have questions.
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