
 

SAVE THE DATE
VCSG'S ANNUAL

 FREE CE CONFERENCE 
Saturday,  August 22

Our New Hospital

 
Dr. Amy Holford 

 will be seeing appointments
for Internal Medicine on

Thursday, Friday, Saturday
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

 
 Dr. Kim Johnson

will be seeing oncology appointments
May 11 and May 25

 
Call VCSG  423-591-0270

for more information

 

Veter inary Care & Specia l ty  Group

   M a y  2 0 2 0

3812 Tennessee Avenue
Chattanooga, TN 37409

info@vcsgvets.com
www.vcsgvets.com

423-591-0270

In this edition.......................................
Introducing our New Doctors (pp. 1, 7, 8) 
Ask the Vet (pp. 2-6)
Upcoming events (below)
Vader's "Friends of the Month" (p. 2)
Construction update (p. 9)

SEE PAGE 9 FOR HOSPITAL CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

  VCSG is a proud supporter of...     

National Puppy Day at Petsense
  Signal Mountain Road

Coming soon!

Ray Rudd
DVM, MS, DACVS

(story on page 7)
 

 WELCOME

Sarah Childers 
DVM

(story on page 8)



In the not so distant past, cancer diagnosis in
family pets immediately resulted in euthanasia.  
With advances in veterinary oncology,
however, more and more families are choosing
treatment for their beloved furry friends. 
 
I originally entered Mississippi State College of
Veterinary Medicine with the hopes of
graduating and pursuing a career in Large
Animal Medicine, dairy farming and pig rations
to be exact.  
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Vader's 
Friends of the Month

Vader Pullen
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Ask the Vet:           

(Continued on next page)         

Life as a Locum and 
   what I am grateful for....

Kim D. Johnson, DVM
Diplomate ACVIM (Oncology)

Dr. Kim Johnson
Smokey and Bully



 

That passion shifted to Oncology during my junior year of veterinary school as I was exposed
to so many patients with cancer.  I completed a rotating internship in small animal medicine
and surgery at the University of Tennessee (with Dr. Pullen) and followed that with a Small
Animal Oncology residency at the University of Missouri.  I became a Diplomate of the
American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine in 2007 and honestly thought I would
remain in academics for the duration of my veterinary career.  I remained on the faculty for
two years as a Clinical Instructor before returning to Mississippi State University, my alma
mater, as an Assistant Professor where I was the only veterinary oncologist in the state.  
 
I realized life doesn't always go according to plan, and I joined Blue Pearl Veterinary Partners
becoming the first veterinary oncologist in Nashville.  After seven years, my career took a
very unexpected stray from the beaten path, and I took the scary leap of faith to venture out
on my own.
 
I started Pet Cancer Consulting, a consulting business and locum service.  I was in search of
my new "why."  As you can imagine, the day to day grind of veterinary oncology is a little
brutal.  I would never change my career choice, but I wanted to change my role.  My desire to
help all these families remains my passion, but in a different capacity.  I currently belong to a
small group of colleagues, and we travel to clinics in need and provide oncology services
where it might be lacking.
 
Pet Cancer Consulting has brought me nothing but joy and allowed for adventures that I
never thought possible in the "corporate world."  I make my own schedule.  I set my own off
time.  I plan for vacations -- fast forward to March 2020 when I went on a bucket-list trip to
Uganda.  I went on safaris.  I did big game drives.  I saw lions and elephants and gorillas, oh
my, BUT my biggest take-away from the trip was a sense of gratitude.  This trip was humbling
to say the least and made me realize what I'm grateful for.  
 
                  Paved roads                                                                 
                  Walk-in closets
                  Shoes with good soles
                  King bed
                  Washer and dryer
                  Flashlights
                  Deodorant
                  Hot water heater                                                                                                                                  
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  (Continued on next page)

(Continued from previous page)                                         



 

                  Clean, fresh easily accessible water
                  Tupperware/ziplock bags
                  Accessible free primary education
                  A dad that drove me to school every day from K-12
 
I witnessed four-year-old children walk to school for five to six miles in the dark.  Some had
no shoes on the gravel which resulted in stubbed toes, bloody feet and missing toenails.  
I witnessed children carry their lunches to school in a bucket only to find out that it spoiled
before lunchtime because it wasn't sealed properly.  
I witnessed a fifteen-year-old girl get her head shaved on her front porch, because it's easier
to keep clean and takes less time to get up so early to get ready for school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I witnessed mothers wash clothes in a tub outside and then hang them to dry only to wake up
and find them covered in dust from the red clay roads.
I witnessed workers at my villa keep a fire going in a stove to heat the pipes leading to my
room so that I would have access to hot water.
I witnessed families of six and sometimes more build their own "house" out of mud and
manure and straw so that they could then cram into the one-room space to stay dry.
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(Continued from previous page)

(Continued on next page)



 

But, do you want to know what I witnessed EVERY SINGLE DAY?  I witnessed a country of
people that have absolutely nothing remain the happiest people I have ever seen in my entire
life.                                                                                  
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(Continued from previous page)

I left for Africa on March 4th (not knowing that a pandemic was brewing) and returned to the
States on March 16th.  Who would have guessed that I would return HOME and not be able
to experience all of the things I was grateful for prior to this trip?!  Nashville went on a "safer
at home" lockdown on March 16th, and I quickly realized all the things that I was grateful for
that I had taken for granted.  
 
                  TOILET PAPER
                  Hugging my family (my mom especially) and friends
                  Two-hour waits at restaurants
                  Sporting events
                  Crowded bars
                  Live music
                  Birthday celebrations
                  24-hour access to a gym
                  Fresh air
                  Mask-free ventures to the grocery store
                  LIFE in general
 
Sooooooo to come back full circle - 
 
Life as a Locum............
                                                              ...........was all fun and games, until COVID-19 happened!!             

 (Continued on next page)            



 

I then realized that I took MY JOB for granted.  If you recall, my primary role is to TRAVEL
from clinic to clinic and provide relief to clinics with oncologists that need to go on vacation,
attend a continuing education conference, take a mental health day/week, go on maternity
leave or build an oncology service in a clinic where one does not currently exist.
 
The world does not function as I previously knew it.  I was SUPPOSED TO cover for a clinic in
Portland, OR, so that their only oncologist could take a one-week vacation in March.  I was
SUPPOSED TO teach the students at St. George's University for one week at the end of
March/beginning of April.  I was SUPPOSED TO cover for a clinic in Seattle so that their
oncologist could attend ACVIM in June.  But that was all canceled.  Travel was canceled.
Vacations were canceled.  Students were sent home from veterinary schools.  National
meetings were canceled.  Therefore, my jobs have been canceled.
 
I never thought that after four years of veterinary school, a one-year rotating internship, a
three-year oncology residency, and fourteen years of practice, I would now not have a job.
This leads me to adding my new role at Veterinary Care and Specialty Group as one of the
things I'm grateful for.  
 
I think in this time of uncertainty and fear, we need to remember that we actually still have
soooooooooo much more than others; and, if we look hard enough, we can still find things to
be grateful for.                                                                                    
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(Continued from previous page)

In the rush to return to normal,
use this time to consider which parts of normal

are worth rushing back to.
Dave Hollis



 

Dr. Rudd received his doctorate of veterinary medicine from the University of Tennessee in
1981 and completed his internship and surgical residency at Purdue University in 1985.  He
taught surgery at Kansas State University and conducted research and development for
Ethicon Endosurgery in Cincinnati to progress minimally invasive surgical techniques.  He has
authored and published more than 20 articles in refereed journals.  Dr. Rudd then opened his
own private veterinary clinic, Braelinn Village Animal Hospital, in Peachtree City, GA, and
operated it for over 15 years.  During that time, he developed a surgical practice within the
hospital complete with an MRI.
 
In 2007, Dr. Rudd joined the United States Army Reserve. He served in Kandahar, Afghanistan,
in 2011 on a 12-month deployment.  He returned in 2014 as commander of his unit for an
additional nine months.  He returned to Kuwait again in 2018 and then stayed on request of
the brigade as the Theater Veterinarian and traveled across the Middle East.  "Working for the
Army as a veterinarian has been an incredible experience.  I have been exposed to things that
I would never have been able to see in any other professional capacity," says Dr. Rudd.
 
Dr. Rudd began working with the Animal Emergency and Specialty Center in Knoxville on
returning from Afghanistan in 2012 and worked there for two years before being deployed to
Kuwait.  He resumed working at the Animal Emergency and Specialty Center again until he
transitioned as lead surgeon to the practice in Chattanooga.  He then returned to the practice
that he originally opened in 2017 in Peachtree City prior to his last deployment.
 
Dr. Rudd lives in Peachtree City, GA, with his wife.  He has four children who all have careers
of their own.  He has another three-year commitment with the Army Reserve.  He enjoys
spending time with his family whenever possible.  
We are so happy to welcome Dr. Rudd to the VCSG family!
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(Continued from page 1)

Welcome to Dr. Rudd



 

Dr. Childers received her B.S. Animal Science from the University of Tennessee in 2014.  She
graduated from the University of Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine in 2017.  Over the
course of her studies, she took electives in Advanced Neurology, Zoo Medicine, Advanced
Radiology, Spay/Neuter, and Small Animal Emergency and Critical Care.  She has also done
many international veterinary mission trips in countries like Bolivia, Honduras, and Namibia, in
addition to national trips such as Alaska and Texas.  Her passion for the people and her faith
keep her continuously going where she feels called to help.  She has a passion for emergency
medicine and neurology and has completed many externships at neurology specialty clinics
and emergency clinics.  She has spent a short period of time in general practice, but realized
that emergency medicine was her true calling.  As the Lead Veterinarian, she has been
working at a small zoo and also as a full-time emergency clinician over the past few years near
Virginia Beach.  However, she now feels called to return to her hometown to be closer to
family and is very excited to be joining the emergency team at VCSG!  She has a four-year-old
male German Shepherd named Hunter and an eight-month old female German Shepherd
named Nikita.  She loves to go hiking, walking, and jogging with both of her pups! Dr. Childers
also enjoys painting, quilting, working with soft pastels, reading mystery novels, running 5K
races, and playing sports such as soccer, tennis, and badminton.
We are so happy to welcome Dr. Childers to the VCSG family!                                                                    
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Welcome to Dr. Childers



 

  See you in June at our
  shiny, new hospital!!
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The construction remains on schedule!
In April, we received permanent power and 
continued preparations for the parking lot.

The interior paint is progressing, and
the ceilings are approximately 85% complete.   

Floor polishing was also completed in April.
Our goals for May are to pave the parking lot

and be 90% complete with the interior.
 

Update on Construction by Mike Berry, President
     BerryHutton


