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6 TO 8 WEEKS OF AGE
Socialization to humans

 

When your puppy reaches 6 weeks of age it is important to start

exposing him/her to new people, new environments, and new

situations. Isolation during this critical time can lead to learning

deficits and fear responses to children, loud sounds, environmental

changes, etc.

8 TO 10 WEEKS OF AGE
This is known as the first “fear period,” where your new puppy is

particularly sensitive to traumatic experiences. A single scary event can

have lasting, life-long effects. Your puppy can retain fear of a specific

person, dog, object, or event. You can recognize fearful behavior by

observing the following actions: trembling, ears back, tail tucked,

freezing, hiding, avoidance, dilated pupils, growling, showing teeth,

snapping/biting, barking while backing away, or excessive fidgeting.



3 TO 6 MONTHS OF AGE
During this time your puppy will experience rapid

growth and increasing independence. This is also the

time when teething begins and destructive chewing

peaks. Also, be aware at this time sexual interest begins.

In order to curb unwanted aggressive behavior,

wandering, and the marking of territory it is

recommended you have your puppy spayed or neutered

at 5 to 6 months of age. From 4 to 11 months of age your

puppy will enter their second fear period. It is very

important to maintain social experience and skills

throughout this time.

18 MONTHS TO 4 YEARS OF AGE

Social Maturity

 

Social maturity can be reached as early as 18 months and

lasts until 4 years of age. At this point fearful puppies

become biters. 

 

Remember: train your puppy early to avoid

undesirable behaviors later in life.

PUPPY PREP SCHOOL
Set your puppy up for success!

 

Cover the basics early: socialization (other dogs and people), early low-

stress handling, independence training, house-training, crate training,

discouraging mouthing & play biting, basic manners (sit, stay, down),

and avoid any harsh punishment.

 

SOCIALIZATION-- expose your puppy early on to people of different age

groups, races, and sexes. Do this in a safe, controlled environment.

When socializing with other dogs, choose a socially appropriate adult

that is fully-vaccinated and healthy. Also introduce your puppy to new

situations: leash, collar, head halter (if needed), bikes, skateboards,

wheelchairs, hats, crates, bathing (or the groomer), and the veterinarian. 

 

Remember: All new situations can be made into a positive

experience with food and other rewards!
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PUPPY KINDERGARTEN-- Did you know that puppies that attend

socialization classes were more likely to be retained in their homes? Do

your research and find a puppy class that is right for you. Classes are

offered at Petsmart, as well as the Clermont County Dog Training Club.

Our staff can also make referrals to local, private trainers if that is a

better option for you and your puppy.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOUSE-TRAINING/ POTTY TRAINING-- Supervision is the key to

success! You must be able to see your puppy at all times while he or she

is loose in the house. For the first two weeks set a timer for every hour to

take your puppy outside. Also, take your puppy outside after sleeping,

eating, or play time. When you take your puppy out to eliminate you

should always accompany him or her and give a reward once they are

finished. Give food and verbal praise immediately following urination

and/or defecation.

 

It is also important to keep your puppy on a strict feeding schedule.

What goes in on schedule, comes out on schedule. If you ever catch

your puppy eliminating in the house do not punish him or her. You do

not want your new dog to be afraid to urinate in front of you, instead

distract your puppy by clapping your hands or using a squeaky toy then

immediately take him or her outside. If you find an accident after the

fact never “rub his or her nose in it.” This method is ineffective due to

dogs’ short-term memory and they only learn to fear the owner.

 

INDEPENDENCE TRAINING-- Your puppy should

practice spending time alone early on. The use of a crate

is highly recommended when your puppy will be home

alone for any length of time. Remember to always make

your puppy’s crate a positive experience. Feed your

puppy in the crate and provide treats whenever he or she

is put in the crate. Also, leave the crate door open when

it is not in use. Eventually, your puppy will associate the

crate as his or her “safe place,” and sleep there on his or

her own.
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CRATE TRAINING-- It is important to start crate training your puppy as

soon as you bring him or her home. A crate will assist you in house

training and independence training, and it also gives your puppy a safe

place to escape to if need be. Your crate should be big enough for the

puppy to stand, sit, lie down, and turn around in comfortably. You can

also buy a crate for your dog’s expected size and block off the portion

you do not want your puppy to use until he or she is larger. (This helps

with accidents in the crate.)

 

When first introducing your puppy to the new crate leave the door open

and let your puppy explore on his or her own. Once you start placing

your puppy in the crate with the door closed, gradually increase the

time spent in the crate each time.

 

 

BASIC MANNERS-- Don’t encourage any behaviors in your

puppy that will not be desirable from an adult dog. For

example: jumping, pawing, mouthing, sitting on your lap

(owner preference), getting on furniture (owner preference).

Start training your puppy to sit as his or her default behavior. 

 

Remember, every normal puppy is capable of the “sit”

command at 8 weeks of age. Your puppy should sit when he

or she wants attention, for food, for toys, and for leash walks.

Nothing from you should be free, and your puppy “pays” for

these things with good behavior. 

 

Avoid negative punishment when training your puppy.

Physical and emotional punishment of a puppy does not

teach appropriate behaviors and can often inhibit learning,

and increase fear. Remember those “fear periods” you read

about earlier? Punishing your puppy during one of these

times can have devastating and long-lasting effects on his or

her mental wellness and cause him or her to fear you.

 

With consistency and patience anyone can raise a well-behaved 

and obedient puppy. But, training a puppy can be a difficult task, 

as no two personalities are the same. If you ever have questions or

concerns regarding your puppy do not hesitate to contact us.

 

Speak with a staff member in the hospital or give us a call at

(513)553-9954.
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